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book, which so many have tried to write about him, without evolving from his own imagination far more matter than should ever find place in a biography.
It will have been seen, from what I have mentioned above, that as late as the time at which he was bringing out his eleventh edition, Renan held to his views about the Fourth Gospel, assigning to it an earlier date and more historical importance than did many of his critics. In the interval between that period and the preparation of his thirteenth edition he materially changed those views, without however accepting the extreme conclusions of Tubingen, and prefixed to it a very long Preface to show why he had done so, continuing the subject in a still longer Appendix. His opponents have a perfect right to say that the fact of his having altered his opinion about a matter of such moment to all who write on the life of Jesus, as the amount of authority to be assigned to the Fourth Gospel, shows that he began to write before his ideas were as mature as they should have been. This they have a right to say ; but surely they must in fairness admit that no stronger proof of bona fides could have been given by an author than to admit that he had been wrong on such a point. And it must be remembered that the criticism